Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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Pageland,  S.G 


THE  BROW  CREEK  lYATIESHED  is  being  put  out  by  the  Soil  Erosion  Staff 
once  each  month,  mainly  to  assist  in  telling  win  t we  arc  doing  and  maintain  a 
spirit  of  good  fellowship  mth  the  citizens  of  the  coirraiunity  we  endeavor  to  servo o 


EXECUTIVE 

E.  S.  Vanatta,  Asst«  Regional  Director 
W.  B.  Little,  Asst,  Clerk 

EXTEHSIOH 

H.  M,  Stott,  Asst,  Exbcnsion  Agent, 

SOILS 

R.  W.  Lipscomb,  Asst.  Soil  Expert. 

AGRICULTURAL  ENGINEERING 
Donald  Christy,  Asst,  Agricultural  Engineer 

FIELD  CROPS 

A,  A,  Cone,  Asst,  Agronomist, 

FORESTRY 

To  be  selected^ 

In  aduition  to  the  services  available  to  you,  through  our  staff  and 
their  corps  of  assistants,  wo  have  the  services  of  the  CCC  Camp  located  at  Polkfcon^ 
also  to  offer.  Theso  men  are  divided  into  six  crows  and  used  in  the  building  of 
check  dams  and  sloping  and  planting  the  banks  of  gullies,  in  building  fills  along 
terraces,  and  in  building  terrace  outlets. 

Directing  personnel  for  the  ECl/f  Cajup  a.t  Polkton  are  as  follov/s: 

W,  B,  McManus,  Superintendent 

R.  B,  Stamoy,  Engineer 

S,  Vf,  Myers,  Foreman 

S,  J,  Crocker  " 

C.  S.  Faw  " 

C.  A.  Neal  ” 

C,  W,  Thompson  ” 

M,  L,  Ross  " 

B,  W.  Ingram,  Mccho.nic 

W,  L,  Teal,  Clerk-Stenographer,  ! 

The  farmers  living  or  oTwiing  land  in  the  boundaries  of  the  BroT;m  Creek 
pi’ojcct  have  a wonderful  opportunity  in  this  program. 
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With  this  issue  we  are  proud  to  announce  the  "birth  of  the  ’’Brown 
Creek  Watershed,"  an  offspring  of  the  Staff  of  the  Brown  Creek  Soil  Erosion 
Service, 


Through  the  medium  cf  the  printed  pages  of  this  little  pamphlet  we 
hope  to  bring  a definite  idea  of  the  aim  and  plans  of  our  service  to  every  farmer 
residing  within  the  section  we  are  to  serve.  In  this  copy  and  the  subsequent 
issues  we  will  further  acquaint  you  with  the  actual  accompli shments--of —ope ration 
and  items  of  personal  interest. 


Our  staff  feels  that  it  is  an  especial  privilege,  and  an  added  re- 
sponsibility to  have  assigned  to’  us  the  work  in  Anson  County,  because  of  the  fact 
that  this  is  the  home  of  Dr,  H.  H,  Bennett,  Chief  of  the  Soil  Erosion  Service.  It 
was  in  this  county  that  Dr,  Bennett  when  only  a mere  boy,  visualized  the  terrible 
and  devastating  effect  of  soil  washing  or  erosion.  It  was  ever  with  the  indelible 
impression  of  soil  erosion  and  destruction  stamped  on  his  mind  when  a boy  that 
caused  him  to  crusade  through  many  years  during  his  career  as  U.  S,  Soil  Expert, 
against  this  evil,  \mtil  in  recent  months  he  was  able  to  bring  national  attention 
to  the  matter.  Some  twelve  months  or  more  ago  he  was  instrumental  in  influencing 
the  President  to  set  aside  from  an  appropriation  the  sum  of  splO, 000, 000,00  to  be 
used  in  waging  war  against  soil  erosion. 
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The  work  has  been  undertaken  in  the  fom  of  projects  selected  for 
typical  individual  erosion  problems  in  areas  representing  the  greater  part  of  the 
United  States,  The  Brown  Creek  Watershed  area  was  selected  as  being  representa- 
tive of  erosion  problems  peculiar  to  a comparatively  narro^v  area  of  soil  reaching 
in  a fairly  continuous  belt  from  along  the  lower  Hudson  River  south  to  the  South 
Carolina  lino.  Geologically  this  area  is  known  as  of  the  Triassic  Age,  Newark  form- 
ation, The  geologists  tell  us  that  this  belt  of  land  was  once  a prehistoric  sea, 
and  that  the  material  washed  from  the  adjoining  uplands  was  deposited  in  the  sea- 
bed, eventually  filling  it  to  the  point  that  there  was  left  an  area  of  sand-stone, 
|mud-stono  and  shale.  These  soft  structured  rocks  weathered  into  the  present  pre- 
vailing sandy  soils  with  a more  or  less  dense  clay  subsoil.  Unfortunately  these 
soils  are  very  liable  to  a serious  loss  from  rainwash  erosion. 


The  Soil  Erosion  Service  comes  to  you,-  not  as  an  experiment,  ]Dut  as  a 
practical  demonstration  in  the  control  of  erosion.  Our  staff  is  composed  of  men 
especially  trained  in  their  various  teclmioal  depn.rtmonts  and  equipped  -to  the 
^ -^degree  that  they  may  give  efficient  service.  Wo ; arc.  at  bn  eking  the  erosion  in  the 
i-  ' Brown  Creek  Watershed  from  all  pra.cti cal  angles* 
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kQROmm  DEPAKCMEWT 


A,  A.  Cone . 


Tho  Agronomy  Dopartracnt  is  r.  very-  vital  part  in  the  program  of  soil 
conservation  and  vw  -wish  to  avail  ourselves  of  every  opportunity  to  serve  tho 
farmers  in  tie  matter  of  soil  o^’osion  control^  As  o.  rnt.ttcr  of 'fact,  it  is,  import- 
ant'to  note  most  of  tho  rocommciidod  erosion  control  mcuhods  arc  practi'cally [jof , 
|cqual  value  in  building  a more  fertile  soil.  For  instancG,  Tvhenr'tx  iegume  is 
turned  under,  the  soil  is  benefitted  from' the  standpoint  of  fertility, _ This  fact 
is  usually  stressed  most  by  agror.onists  over  the  country^  but  there  are  other 
benefits  enjoyed  as  a result  of  si;,  eh  a practice.  The  organic  content  of  the  .soil 
is  incroasedt  This  will  thereby  ixicrcase  the  wa.tor  holding  capacity  of  the  soil. 
The  porous  nature  of  tho  soil -caused  by  such  a practice  al lovers  tho  water  to  soop 
through  into  the  subsoil.  Otherwise  you  are  likely  to  have  a compact  soil  defici- 
ent in  organic  matter  vihich  is  conducive  to  sheet  erosion- ;^cn  surplus  water  runs 
off  tho  soil. 

The  soil  erosion  staff  is  complete  in  tha,t  it  has  men  to  perform  each 
job  on  the  farm.  The  Agronomy  Department  wi3,l  be  glad  to  advise  with  tho  farmer 
relative  to  tho  type  of  crops  to  bo  groi/vn,  varieties  best  adapted,  time  of  plant- 
ing and  rotations  suitoblo  for  his  individual  needs  and  that  of  the  farm. 


ViTo  wish  to  visit  all  the  farms  in  the  area  as  soon  as  possible  and 
discuss  cropping  plans  for  the  future.  Those  wishing  to  cooperate  mil  demand 
our  very  earliest  possible  attention  bnd  Vfo  expect  to  advise  Vvrith  you  -vihat  has 
provc^  to -be  tho  most  phofitablo  practice  in  each  po.rticular  ease,'  After  study  of 
any  farm  I i/vill  cohsult  vdth  ' the  farmer  and  mth.  his  help  and  approval  draw  up  a 
cropping  plan  to  form  a.  pa:^  of  thp,  goheral  five' year  agreement.  Tho  prevention 
^of  soil  erosion  and  in’croascd 'fertility  will  be  kept  in  mind  at  all  times  in  draw- 
ing up  a farm  program.  Every  farmer  is  fully  amne  of  tho  faCt  that  cheap  cotton 
is  produced  on  fertile  soil,  ;diilo  expensive  cotton  is  produced  on  poor  eroded 
soils.  This  statement  also  applies  to  corn, .peanuts^  tobacco,  small  grain,  hays, 
pastures  and  livestock  products.  No  matter  how  skilled  the  employed  labor  on  the 
farm  might  be,  tho  amouht  of  farm' machinery-  owned,  or  the  degree  to -Virhich  livestock 
arc  bred,  the  efficiency  of  the  sc,;  factors  is  negligible  vdicn  worked  in  conjunction 
with  eroded  and  infertile  soils^  ; ' , ' 


It  shall  bo,  tho  duty  of  the  'Agronomy  Depantment  to  suggest  such  crops 
that  v/ill  achieve  ihe 'particular  purpes  c in  mind,'  Tfith  the  full  cooperation  of 
tho  entire  soil  erosion  staff,  together  vdth  tho  farmers  in  the  area,  a richer 
soil  is  possible,  a more  prosperous  agriculture  will  dawn  upon  our  now  gullied, 
vra-shed-  and  eroded  fields. 


AGRICULTURAL  ENGINEERING  DEPARTJiENT 


The  state. -^of  North  Caroliaaa  has  produced  iiiany  great  men  and 
North  Carolina  did  produce  one  man  to  whom  all  of  the  United  States  owes  a great 
debt.  That  man  was  Mr,  P.  H,  Mongum, 

Mr,  Mangum  noted,  as  most  farmers  do,  that  his  farm  was  washing  away,  ^ 
He  knew  that  some  farmers  ditched  with  hill-side  ditches  to  keep  the  soil  from  ^ 

•vTOshing,  However,  the  hill-side  ditch  left  a string  of  weeds  and  an  uncultivated 
strip  down  through  the  field.  In  1885,  bis  farm  near  Wake  Forest,  N,  C., 

Mr,  Mangum  tried  making  a broad  ridge  on  the  lower  side  forming  a shallow  ditch^ 
thus  leaving  all  the  land  in  cultivation  and  yet  forming  a ditch  that  would  makV 
the  ’'running  water  walk,"  The  result  w as  the  world  owes  a debt  to  the  state  ef 
North  Carolina  who  produced  such  a man,  ^ 

It  is  this  terrace  made  up  of  a broad  ridge  and  a shallow  ditch  that 
wo  wish  to  help  you  build  on  your  farm.  This  kind  of  terracing,  (if  all 
cooperate)  plus  proper  care  and  crop  rotation  would  materially  reduce  the  muddiness 
and  overflow  of  Brown  Crook, 

The  muddincss  and  ovcrflov/  of  Brom  Creek  could  bo  further  reduced  by 
proper  care  of  the  raw  eroding  gullies,  by  more  vogctaticwi  on  road  ditch  banks  and 
by  taking  from  cultivation  those  slopes  too  steep  for  cultivation. 

Stops  arc  already  being  taken  by  the  E.C.W.  camp  near  Polkton,  to  re- 
duce the  amovint  of  dirt  and  silt  carried  into  Brown  Crock.  Nearly  one  hundred  and 
fifty  chock  dams  have  boon  constructed  and  sovoral  thousand  square  yards  of  gully 
banks  havo  boon  protected.  Not  only  this,  but  the  trees  and  v/oods  aro  cleaned  so 
that  the  host  possible  groTirth  can  bo  made  by  the  trees  that  will  make  good  lumber. 


This  ivork  is  being  carried  on  at  present  near  White  Store  on  the  farms 
of  several  prominent  farmers.  The  work  on  the  lands  of  Mr,  James  Jones^ 

Mrs, _E,  C.  Jones,  Mr,  C*  E,  Rushing,  Mr,  J,  L,  ‘Williams,  and  Mr,  E,  E,  McRae,  is 
well  under  way.  In  fact,  the  boys  will  start  moving  about  more  in  the  near  future, 
working  mth  the  farmers  v/ho  arc  extremely  eager  to  cooperate  vnth  the  Soil 
Erosion  Service.  For  the  present  the  ^vork  of  the  boys  of  the  comp  is  confined  to 
chock  dams,  plantings,  thinning  over-thick  timber,  diversion  ditches,  debris 
barriers  and  sodding.  This  v^ill  do  its  part  in  making  Brovjn  Creek  run  clear. 


AND  liVH;j:  MAKES  BROWN  CREEK  FLOVf  BROWN?  / 

V 

It  is  the  most  fertile  soil  and  the  fertilizer  vdoich  gives  the  creek  its^ 
mud.  Those  things  which  a farmer  has  to  buy  in  order  to  continue  to  raise  good 
crops,  and,  as  to  the  quantity  that  goes  domi  Brewn  Crook  — in  all  probability  at 
least  twenty-one  times  as  much  plant  food  and  fertile  soil  goes  dovm  Brown  Crook 
as  is  sold  from  the  farms  of  all  tho  watershed  in  any  one  year, 


This  Dopartment  is  at  your  service  o.nd  ^vishes  that  you  would  bring  us 
your  engineering  problems  of  soil  erosion,  terracing,  gully  control  and  mapping  ( 
tho  farms. 


THE  E.C.n.  CAMP  AT  POLKTON,  N.  C. 


1 
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The  Encrgcncy  Conscrvo-ti-eii  Y7orks  as  an  agency  of  our  national  efforts 
has  mado  it  possible  that  /inson  County  should  ho.To  one  unit  of  this  set-up.  This 
unit  of  about  200  men  is  now  operating  in  connection  vdth  the  Soil  Erosion  Service 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  affording  the  lend  omers  of  the  Brov/n  Crook 
Viator  shed  on  opportunity  of  obtaining  special  sorvicos  in  the  control  of  Ihcir 
soils  condition. 

This  company  of  men  moved  into  our  midst  a little  over  a month  ago  and 
is  now  working  intensively  in  the  neighborhood  of  Vihite  Store  in  the  o.ctivo  per- 
formance of  gully. and  shoot  erosion  work,  hc.ving  only  recently  finished  working 
Mr,  J,  L,  V/illiams*  and  Mr,  Jenos  Jones’  farms  and  is  new  doing  ivork  cn 
C.  E,  Rushings’,  E,  B,  McRae's  and  P,  VI,  Baucom’s  farms  and  11  soon  move  on  to 
other  farms,  of  vhich  we  have  had  a groat  ntimbor  of  cooperative  signors  for  "this 
service. 


It  is  our  desire  tint  every  one  within  the  area  should  avail  themselves 
of  this  service,  and  of  course  it  is  our  intent  that  no  one  shall  be  neglected  if 

it  is  physically  possible  for  our  forces  to  get  around  to  them, 

» 

Vie  arc  expending  each  week  about  6000  man  hours  of  labor  on  this 
project  and  within  the  year  or  longer  that  t/o  hope  to  be  here  we  earnestly  desire 
to  cover  the  entire  watershed. 

From  time  to  time  we  anticipate  an  expanding  program  into  other  fields, 
that  of  forestry  v/ork  o.nd  intensive  sheet  erosion  control,  ani  some  reclamation 
vrork. 


ITe  T/ould  be  very  glad  that  as  our  work  progresses  that  every  land 
owner  in  the  area  vrould  drop  by,  to  observe  our  work,  a.nd  too,  our  forces  v/ould  be 
glad  -^o  make  personal  contact  vdth  all  that  arc  interested  in  the  work  tho.t  we 
could  better  acquaint  each  other  vdti  our  purposes  in  the  execution  of  the  program. 

We  are  happy  to  say  thxt  every  farm  0T,vner  is  cooperating  beautifully 
in  furthering  our  efforts  for  his  benefit  by  furnishing  such  materials  as  he  has 
at  hand,  which  is  vitally  necessary  in  carrying  on  the  work  on  his  farm,  and  in 
this  connection  we  arc  always  glad  to  utilize  such  ma.tcrials  as  are  available, 
wherein  tho  cost  to  the  oimcr  is  negligible. 

Any  criticisms  of  our  plans  are  always  wolcomc. 
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